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In regard to the restrictions under which our detachment has
hitherto served, I am of opinion that, without their being re-
moved, no body of troops that we might supply to replace
Eaymond's corps, would compensate to the Nizam for its loss,
since, while they continue, they must operate, as hitherto, to
deprive him of its services in cases, perhaps, of the first im-
portance in his estimation. Besides, though these restrictions
were properly enough established by us, yet they are considered,
and not entirely without reason, as great hardships by the Court
of Hyderabad, between which and the Grovernment of Poona
there subsists a sort of tacit convention, whereby the forces of
his Highness have not only occasionally passed through the
other's territories, but even acted against the Polygars tributary
to both states (as those of Shorepoor and Ghidwaul), without
any visible objection on the part of the Mahrattas. We cer-
tainly could not now relax from the rigidness of our practice in
these particulars, without giving offence and furnishing a just
ground of complaint to the Grovernment of Poona; but, on
the other hand, the peculiar nature of the case would appear
to warrant a hope that the difficulty might be surmounted by
means of a suitable representation to the Court of Poona,
made in concert with that of Hyderabad.

But however practicable it should be to obtain the acquies-
cence of the Mahrattas in these points, or with whatever indif-
ference they might view our determination to interfere in the
settlement of the succession to the musnud of Hyderabad, it
can scarcely be doubted that such an extension of our defensive
engagements with the Nizam, and such an augmentation of our
detachment serving with him as above spoken of, would excite
in them considerable jealousy and alarm. The consequences to
which sentiments of this kind might lead are not difficult to
conceive; and though they are not, perhaps, inevitable, yet in
measuring the advantages against the disadvantages of the pro-
ceeding under discussion, it may be right (and will, at least, be
the safest way), to take these last in the extreme. And here
it is proper I should acknowledge my own incompetency, and
the superior means of the Eesidency at Poona; to appreciate,